Executive Summary: Kansas Guardianship Law Changes (House
Bill 2359)

Effective January 1, 2026, House Bill 2359 significantly overhauls Kansas
guardianship and conservatorship laws, replacing existing statutes with the
“Kansas Uniform Guardianship, Conservatorship and Other Protective
Arrangements Act" (UGCOPAA) and the "Uniform Adult Guardianship and
Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act” (UAGPPJA). This new legislation aims
to create a more protective, rights-focused, and modern legal framework for
individuals with impairments and minors.

Key Takeaways:

1.

Modernization and Uniformity: The bill adopts national uniform acts, bringing
Kansas law into alignment with other states, particularly in areas of jurisdiction
and recognition of out-of-state orders. This facilitates interstate cooperation and
transfer of cases.

Emphasis on Less Restrictive Alternatives & Supported Decision-Making: A

core principle of the new law is the mandatory consideration of less restrictive

alternatives before appointing a guardian or conservator. "Supported
decision-making" is formally recognized and encouraged, allowing individuals to
receive assistance in making their own decisions. Courts must make explicit
findings as to why less restrictive options are insufficient.

Enhanced Due Process and Individual Rights: The act strengthens due

process protections, including:

o Expanded Notice: Personal service with plain language, large-font notice for
individuals subject to guardianship.

o Right to Counsel: Mandatory court-appointed attorneys for respondents
(adults and minors 14+) unless waived or not in their best interest.

o Participation in Hearings: Individuals have the right to attend, present
evidence, and participate in hearings, with reasonable accommodations
provided.

o Right to Jury Trial: Respondents can demand a jury trial on the necessity of
guardianship/conservatorship.

4. Tailored Authority and Increased Oversight:

o Limited Scope: Guardianship authority must be tailored to the individual's
specific needs, limiting it to particular areas of decision-making rather than
broad, all-encompassing control.

o Mandatory Plans and Reporting: Guardians and conservators are required
to submit detailed care plans and annual reports, subject to court review and



monitoring.

o Grievance Process: A formal grievance process is established for individuals
or interested parties to report concerns about a guardian's or conservator's
conduct.

5. New Protective Arrangements: The bill introduces "protective arrangements" as
a flexible alternative to full guardianship/conservatorship, allowing courts to
implement specific protective measures without removing broader rights.

6. Training and Certification: Newly appointed guardians and conservators are
required to complete a basic instructional program on their duties and
responsibilities, ensuring a higher standard of care.

7. Digital Assets: The law explicitly addresses digital assets, granting guardians and
conservators authority and procedures for managing an individual's electronic
records and communications.

8. Applicability: The new act applies to all proceedings commenced after January
1, 2026, and generally to existing guardianships and conservatorships as of that
date, with some exceptions to prevent interference with ongoing cases.

In essence, House Bill 2359 represents a significant shift towards a more
person-centered approach, prioritizing individual autonomy, due process, and
accountability in guardianship and conservatorship proceedings in Kansas.



